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M. PERIOD OF LIFE
Besides the rules referred to in note L, which deals with Dasds,
Marshall gives certain other rales which are supposed to determine
the length of a person's life. In § 64 the rule is
Age = I5A7 x 108 -^60,
where A?" is a quarter of a nakshatra (i.e. N is a navamsa) in
which the party was born, 108 is the maximum age, and 60 is
the time in ghatls the Moon is supposed to take to traverse a
nakshatra. In §§ 70 and So the same rule is given in the form
Age =ghatis x 108^60,
where the number of ghatls indicates the Moon's position in the
nakshatra.1 Here we have an example of a subdivision of the
circle of the heaven playing the part of the whole.
In § 81 the sign of the ascendant and the planets in that sign,
and the signs of the IVth, Vllth, Xth, Vth and IXth houses are
evaluated according to their positions, the sum of these values
is multiplied by 108 and divided by 60, and the result is the
required age. The example given is : Libra is in the ascendant
and so are the planets Jupiter and the Sun. The solution is
=£=      V^       T      25      sss      n       Q      2L
7       10       i         4113        i         5       Total 42,
and 42 xio8-~6o =75f; but an alternative answer is given,
namely, 42 x 12-^10 =5O-4.2 The signs, it will be seen, take then-
values according to their natural order, and the planets according
to the week-day order.
In § 98 is an example of another kind, of the same nature as
those treated by Varaha Mihira in the Brihat Jdtaka, chapter vi.
N. THE NAMING CEREMONY
Among the Hindus it is the custom, when naming a child, to
give it, besides the common name, a secret name that is usually
formed from that of the natal nakshatra. For example, the
name Raithina is formed from the asterism Rohini? Marshall
exhibits two schemes of this nature, one applied to the signs and
the other to the nakshatras (§§ i, 5). In connection with the
former scheme he says, " To every one of these constellations
belong 2 syllables, by which the Hindoos know what house
predominates over a man, or of what house hee is of " ; while
with reference to the latter he writes, " To every one of these
1 Compare Varaha Mihira, BJ, vii. 10.
* Should not this be 42 x 120-7-60 = 84 ?
3 L. D. Barnett, Ant. of India, p. 139.

